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And just as the two great French military defeats of the nine*
teenth century were followed by outbursts of colonial activity,
so the consequences of this activity were valued chiefly because
of their relevance to the problem of national security in
Europe. Deficiencies of man-power and colonial markets,
considerations of strategy and prestige alike, were met
by the acquisition of a vast overseas empire, stretching over
some four and a quarter million square miles of Africa, and
extending as far afield as Indo-China and New Caledonia. The
administration of British India has been called a 'system of
outdoor relief for the upper classes5. Much more clearly was
the French colonial empire welcomed as a career open to the
talents of ambitious soldiers and administrators, who brought
back into French politics an outlook, experience and traditions
which had a far-reaching effect on French political life and
ideas. It is this backwash which is our chief concern here.1
The first generation of the Third Republic saw extension of
the French colonial policy of giving overseas possessions direct
representation in the national parliament. The test-case was
Algeria—which the Third Republic inherited from Louis
Philippe, and where" the defeat of 1870 led to a great rebellion
in 1871. In the person of Marshal Macmahon, its Governor-
General, it provided France with a Conservative figure-head
as successor to Thiers. When Albert Grevy, brother of Presi-
dent Jules Grevy, became Governor-General, he replaced the
former authoritarian regime in Algeria by a system of'attach-
ment' to France. The separate centralized administration was
broken up and each administrative department was attached
to the appropriate ministry in Paris. The three depariements
were represented in both Senate and Chamber, as an integral
part of metropolitan France, and they are still so regarded. The
other main parts of the empire—the four colonies of Martin-
1 Cf. D. W. Brogan: op. cit., Book V. On French colonial expan-
sion in general see S. H. Roberts: History of French Colonial Polity (2
Vols. 1928), and H. I. Priestley: France Overseas (1938). The Tunisian
campaign and its domestic repercussions are described in G. Hano-
taux: op. cit., Vol. IV, Chapters IX and X. Cf. also E. Lavisse:
Histoire de France Contemporaiw (t920-22), Vol. VIII, Book III.

